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Introduction

The Black Sea Is a semi-enclosed sea with a narrow connection to the
Mediterranean, containing the largest anoxic water mass on the planet
and three cetacean species: bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus
ponticus), common dolphin (Delphinus delphis ponticus) and harbour
porpoise (Phocoena phocoena relicta).

CeNoBS project (QR code) 1s designed to “Support MSFD
Implementation in the Black Sea through establishing a regional
monitoring system of cetaceans (D1 - Biodiversity) and noise
monitoring (D11-Energy) for achieving GES”.

Activities

@ Cetacean distribution & abundance monitoring

@ws Cetacean bycatch monitoring

@os NOise monitoring

By implementing a dedicated aerial survey using the line transect
distance sampling method, in summer 2019, CeNoBS project will
strongly contribute In providing the baseline data, regarding cetacean

population, which have been missing in the Black Sea for over a
generation (Fig.1).
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Fig. 1. Sightings of the three cetacean species recorded during the
aerial survey, summer 2019.

Moreover, CeNoBS aims to elucidate the bycatch pressure and
enhance the methodology of bycatch assessment, as well as to
reinforce national expertise to Implement effective noise monitoring. A
great number of partners from the Black Sea riparian countries
(Ukraine, Bulgaria, Romania, Turkey, Georgia) and western Europe
collaborate to Implement the largest cetacean survey ever conducted In
the Black Sea basin. This will complement the macro regional
approach undertaken by the ACCOBAMS Secretariat, through the
ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative (ASI) for improving cetacean related

knowledge, the conservation measures and their habitats in the
agreement area.
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Results

First results of the aerial survey are presented in the table below
(Table 1). In 2020 the complete analysis will be ready and final results
published. The activity performed is supporting not only the MSFD
Implementation in Romania and Bulgaria but also the cetacean
research In both Black Sea basin and at ACCOBAMS region.

Number of Number of
Sec:les S|ht|ns Individuals

Bottlenose dolphin 339

Common dolphin 716 1751
Delphinids 33 55

Harbour porpoise 885 1524
Total 1755 3669

Table 1. The total number of sightings and individuals recorded

during the aerial surveys.
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